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OPERATION TO COMBAT THE RESALE 
OF SEASON TICKETS TO THE CLÁSI-
CO 
As part of the strategy to combat fraudulent practices linked with 
the traffic and resale of tickets and season tickets, an anti-fraud 
operation was put into action at the Clásico against Real Madrid 
on 6 May. This operation intercepted thousands of fake tickets 
affecting 2,822 season-ticket holders at the Stadium. A special 
system was put in place for this operation, involving 120 peo-
ple, who confiscated the falsified documentation at the entran-
ce gates to the stadium. Any irregularities found could, from a 
disciplinary point of view, constitute a very serious infringement 
of member conduct as set out in the Club's constitution. The Se-
curity Department identified the owners of the season-tickets 
allegedly used in a fraudulent manner, and forwarded this infor-
mation to the Disciplinary Committee. 

This action forms part of the initiatives created to wipe out 
fraudulent conduct within the organisation. The updating 
of the census, the improvement and the regulation of the 
network of tour operators, or the measures implemented in 
the sale and distribution of tickets are among the examples 

NEW SYSTEM FOR TICKET SALES AND DELIVERY FOR THE COPA FINAL

COMBATTING FRAUD

On 21 April, over 23,000 members and supporters of FC Barce-
lona attended the final of the Copa del Rey between Barça and 
Seville at the Wanda Metropolitano stadium in Madrid. The spor-
ting success in the final of the Copa del Rey was supported by 
the logistical success, with special points of interest including 
the pavilion of the Fira de Madrid (IFEMA), where the final match 
tickets allocated to Barça were distributed, and the Fan Zone that 
was organised close to the stadium for blaugrana supporters. 

As for the distribution of tickets, this was the first time that 
a club handled a football final with an operation of this size in 
Europe, and the assessment was highly satisfactory.

On this occasion there was no lottery and every member 
wishing to attend the final was able to do so, by obtaining se-
ats beforehand, with tickets being collected in Madrid the day 
before or on the day of the match. These tickets were allocated 
by name and only given out to the member whose name was 
featured on the seat.  

At the IFEMA, the Club organised a system formed by 
more than 250 individuals responsible for ensuring that the 
entire process for collecting tickets worked perfectly, and the 
assessment on the whole operation of sale and distributi-
on of tickets met every one of the objectives set. On the one 
hand, all members who were willing to travel were able to 
get tickets, and, on the other, the risk of ticket fraud and resa-
le was minimised. 

At the IFEMA some 15,000 information flyers were distri-
buted, and 10,000 bottles of water were given out, while the 
Barcelonista Support Office (OAB) and the Penyista Support 
Office (OAP) set up 12 attention points to resolve any queri-
es and incidents. There was also a permanent team of Red 
Cross personnel with an ambulance on site, and the suppor-
ters were able to use the free shuttle buses taking them from 
the IFEMA to the Fan Zone, where throughout the day there 
was a great atmosphere of Barcelonism.
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Edelmira Calvetó Prize
As part of the 'It's football, and it's for women’ conference, the 
Edelmira Calvetó Group, a working group created by the Bo-
ard of Directors in 2011 with the aim of establishing a role for 
women in the Club and in sport, awarded the prize bearing 
the name of the first female member of the Organisation, a 
distinction for persons and groups who have worked for 
equality and the recognition of women.

In this 2018 edition, the Edelmira Calvetó prize was pre-
sented to the pioneering communicators in televised sports 
journalism, represented by Mari Carmen Izquierdo, Olga Viza, 
Isabel Bosch, Imma Pedemonte and Mercedes Milà, who did 
not attend the awarding of the prize, for professional reasons.

On behalf of the entire collective of journalists who paved 
the way for women in TV communications, Neus Bonet, Dean 
of the School of Journalism, accepted the award.

Co-creation workshop
On 15 December, the Suñol Presidential Box hosted a Co-crea-
tion Workshop for members over 18, created by the Edelmira 
Calvetó Group, which works to advocate and create a role for 
members as part of the Club.

The director and president of the Edelmira Calvetó Group, 
Maria Teixidor, attended the workshop alongside members of 
the group, such as Sister Lucía Caram. Among those attending 
were sportspeople with the Club, such as the goalkeeper of 
the women's football team, Laura Ràfols; athletes Anna Bové 
and Marta Galimany; basketball coach Anna Busquet; field 
hockey players Sandra Monje and Sandra Roura – the latter 
forming part of the team Mamis Culeres (Barcelona Women) 
– and Montse Gracia, president of the women's wheelchair 
basketball team, who were supporting the sixty members 
taking part in the second workshop created by the Edelmira 
Calvetó Group, to strengthen the links women have with Bar-

 “It's football, and it's for women”, marking International Women's Day
Coinciding with International Women's Day, on 8 March FC Bar-
celona hosted a conference at the 1899 Auditorium organised 
by the Edelmira Calvetó Group (GEC), which under the title "It's 
football, and it's for women" discussed, from different experien-
ces, the practice of sport by women, and offered an overview of 
women's football across all areas.

The conference was a great success based on attendance alo-
ne, with more than 200 guests packing out the room, with the 
participation of Club president Josep Maria Bartomeu and the 
deputy secretary of the Board of Directors and the president of 
the Edelmira Calvetó Group, Maria Teixidor. 

At the first talk of the day, ‘From amateurism to professiona-
lism, the long road to recognition’, two captains from the Barça 
Women's Team, Laura Ràfols and Marta Unzué, described their 

sporting careers after joining the Club.
After that, the vice-president of the Sports Area of FC Barcelo-

na, Jordi Mestre; the team manager of Women's Football, Markel 
Zubizarreta, and the ex-coach of the women's team in recent se-
asons and the current head of Women and Sport Projects, Xavi 
Llorens, also offered their opinions. Jordi Mestre reminded the 
audience that FC Barcelona has been working for women's foot-
ball for years, and that the results achieved are team work suc-
cesses for the Club as a whole. 

Also taking part in the conference were the football first team 
coach, Ernesto Valverde, and Fran Sánchez, coach of Barça Wo-
men, together with doctors Eva Ferrer, Vanessa Mauri and Mont-
se Bellver, physiotherapist Stephanie Kauffmann and image and 
communications consultant, Andrea Vilallonga.

BARÇA AND WOMEN
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Draw for new delegate members
At the end of two years of activity of the delegate members 
elected for the 2016/17 and 2017/18 seasons, election by 
draw of the new delegate members was held in June, for 
the coming two seasons. This time round, 3,597 new dele-
gate members in all were nominated in the draw. In addi-
tion to these members, the remaining members of the As-
sembly are as follows: the 864 oldest members of the Club, 
18 members of the Board of Directors, 6 former Club presi-
dents; 5 members of the Economic Committee; 5 members 
of the Control and Transparency Committee; 4 members of 
the Disciplinary Committee, and, lastly, 30 presidents of the 
Territorial Federations of Supporters. In total, 4,529 mem-
bers of the Assembly. 

INSTITUTIONAL EVENTS
Delegate Assembly
The Ordinary General Meeting of Delegates was held on 21 
October 2017 at the Palau Blaugrana. A total of 580 delega-
te members attended, including the presidents of supporters 
federations, meeting the conditions of the by-laws, and statu-
tory committee members of the Club. The Assembly approved 
the assessment of the previous season and the budgets for 
the next financial year, and reaffirmed the alliance between 
FC Barcelona and Parques Reunidos and the creation of a Bar-
ça Academy in the US, which will serve as a tool for growth 
and expansion in such a strategic territory for the Club as the 
United States. 

Senate Meeting
In 2018, for the second year in a row, and on account of the 
large number of new senators nominated to the Senate, an 
inaugural event was held to present the diploma to the new 
senators. The event was held on 11 May at the Josep Suñol 
Presidential Box at Camp Nou, in the presence of around fifty 
of the 96 members invited. 

On 16 May, the ordinary meeting of the Senate was held at 
the 1899 Auditorium, with 194 senators in attendance. Josep 
Maria Bartomeu presented his assessment of a season which 
he described as excellent, and covered different topics in Bar-
celona news. At the same time, the commissioner Jordi Moix 
presented the latests news about the Barça Space and the 
actions planned for the future, while football manager, Pep 
Segura, talked about the working methodology behind Bar-
celona football, which applies certain systems from the very 
foundations to instil in young players the values and the style 
that bear the hallmark of the Masia. 

Presentation of loyalty badges
A total of 1,159 members were invited over the course of the 
season to receive recognition for their 50 years of loyalty to 
the Club, and were presented with the gold badge. In all, six 
events were held at the 1899 Auditorium, chaired by president 
Josep Maria Bartomeu, and accompanied by first vice-presi-
dent Jordi Cardoner. For the silver badges presented to mem-
bers reaching 25 years with FC Barcelona, 2,274 recipients 
were invited to the 1899 Auditorium on eight separate days. 
Vice-president of the Social Area, Jordi Cardoner, presented 
the badges, accompanied at most of the events by director 
Pau Vilanova.

Lastly, on five occasions at the Josep Suñol Presidential 
Box, badges of gold and brilliants were presented to mem-
bers to mark their 75 years with the Club. Club president Bar-
tomeu took part in these events, with a total of 111 members 
in attendance, out of the 174 who were invited.
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T’Acompanyem and ticket sales
The T’acompanyem service was further consolidated over the 
course of the season, under the management of Barça and the 
Red Cross to assist persons with mobility difficulties in attending 
games at Camp Nou. Again this year there was an increase in the 
number of interventions by a service, to the continued satisfac-
tion of users. The total numbers of services at the stadium was 
1,282, with 230 adapted transport services. Regarding tickets, the 
OAE handled the sale or exchange of more than 450 tickets for 
persons with mobility difficulties. Both the Red Cross volunteers 
and the access personnel offered maximum collaboration, de-
monstrating empathy and awareness, a fact that facilitated the 
task and the positive image of the service.

ACCESSIBILITY AND INCLUSION
Care from the OAE
The Specialised Support Office (OAE), with the aim of demons-
trating the Club's awareness towards people affected by any 
form of disability or reduced mobility, continued to provide 
specialised care throughout the season. The face-to-face care 
and the number of emails and telephone calls handled conti-
nued to increase, largely because the disabled members and 
supporters increasingly come directly to the OAE with their 
queries, procedures and proposals. Assisted by the Board of 
Advisors, the OAE coordinates different actions to improve ac-
cessibility and to adapt facilities. 

7th Supportive Member Day
For the seventh year running, coinciding with the first 
knockout game of the Copa against Murcia, the Club orga-
nised the 7th Supportive Member Day on 29 November. A 
sizeable portion of the 68,775 spectators who showed up 
at the stadium, marking a new record attendance figure for 
this Supportive Member Day, belonged to bodies and asso-
ciations focused on the most disadvantaged social groups 
in Catalonia. With the public taking part in this event, a total 
of 406,762 spectators have availed of this solidarity initiative 
over the course of these seven years. A total of 62,000 invites 
were sent out to more than 2,000 social interests bodies and 
collectives, 98 places were reserved for people in wheelchairs 
and for their companions, and a group of children from the 
Catalan Downs Syndrome Foundation had their photo taken 
with players from FC Barcelona. On 27 November at the 1899 
Auditorium an event hosted by vice-president Jordi Cardoner 
was held, to thank people who took part in this day of cele-
bration. 

To Madrid for the final of the Copa
As happened in previous seasons, the Specialised Support 
Office coordinated and handled the sale of tickets and travel 
for 20 disabled members and their companions to the Copa 
del Rey football final that took place in Madrid on 21 April, 
against Seville. Wheelchair-user members travelled in diffe-
rent FCBDesplaçaments trains. In Madrid they were provided 
with adapted direct transport, for travelling both to and from 
the game, which facilitated the necessary transfers betwe-
en Atocha station, the Fan Zone beside the ground, and the 
Wanda Metropolitano stadium. Personnel from the OAE and 
the Red Cross were on hand for them at all times and were 
responsible for looking after them upon arrival at the ground, 
inside the stadium and for the return.
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Tickets for travel
One of the measures implemented over the course of the sea-
son was collection of travel tickets in the same city where the 
matches were being played, whether as part of the League, 
the Copa del Rey, or the Champions League. Tickets were put 
on sale through the Club website, exclusively for members, 
for all fixtures played at away grounds. These tickets were no-
minal, and once purchased, the members who had purcha-
sed them had to collect them in person at a specific point in 
the city where the game was being played. By adopting this 
approach, the Club took another step forward in combatting 
resale and abuse.

Waiting List Pass
During the 2017/18 season, subscription to the Waiting List con-
tinued to operate, as a personal and non-transferable document 
enabling members registered on the list to gain access to the 
stadium for most matches – not including categories A+ and 
A++. Members registered on the Waiting List who wished to 
could obtain this ticket and attend, by confirming beforehand, 
attendance at each game they wished to attend. This year saw 
a total of 292 members using the Waiting List ticket subscription.

Waiting List
For the seventh consecutive year, FC Barcelona provided 
members on the Waiting List with 223 cancelled Camp Nou 
passes at the end of this season’s renewal process. Season 
tickets issued are valid for the 2018/19 season. With the allo-
cation of these season tickets, 2,361 members registered on 
the Waiting List have been assigned a season ticket since the 
2011/12 season. Members included on the Waiting List can 
check their current position on the Club website.  

PROXIMITY PROJECTS
Travelling with FCBDesplaçaments
FCBDesplaçaments, the service the Club offers its members 
and supporters so as to be able to accompany the football 
first team on its away games, was consolidated as the option 
preferred by members for travelling and supporting the team. 
A total of 5,600 people travelled with FCBDesplaçaments over 
the course of the season. In addition to the first-team football 
matches, this service was also provided at certain Euroleague 
basketball games and for the final four in indoor football. As 
for the final of the Copa del Rey, 3,800 supporters used this 
service, travelling to Madrid on one of the 6 trains or 25 co-
aches that were organised. This is the highest ever figure for 
members and supporters travelling using FCBDesplaçaments 
since the service was first launched.
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Barça Elderly Persons Centre
The Barça Elderly Persons Centre received a visit from Club 
president Josep Maria Bartomeu, as part of the official event 
taking place in December in the Avantllotja of Camp Nou. Ac-
companied by first vice-president Jordi Cardoner and director 
Maria Teixidor, president Bartomeu expressed his appreciation 
to veteran members for their unconditional support for Barcelo-
na and, in particular, the contribution of 10,000 euros that was 
made this season to the Centre for the project to create the Pae-
diatric Cancer Centre at Hospital Sant Joan de Déu. The mem-
bers of the Barça Elderly Persons Centre, founded in 1989 for the 
purpose of accommodating retired Club members, and current-
ly presided by Joaquim Gabarró, were involved in other mee-
tings at the 1899 Auditorium and various activities that were a 
testament to their vitality and dedication to Barça. 

Entertainment Space
This season, the Entertainment Space that had been created 
last year inside the Lower North Goal End of the stadium was 
fully functional. The area has capacity for 1,246 places. This 
North Goal area is entirely segregated from the other areas, 
and has exclusive access doors and biometric control (finger-
print reading) to guarantee access of authorised people only. 
The Entertainment Area was a success and a benchmark for 
other teams. Moreover, its familial nature was one notable 
aspect of it. The groups in the Entertainment Area are: Almo-
gàvers, Creu de Sant Jordi, Nostra Ensenya, Supporters Barça 
and Supporters Puyol.

Open Boxes for members
The different Open Boxes organised over the course of the 
2017/18 season at Camp Nou, the Palau Blaugrana and the 
Miniestadi allowed certain members to watch a match from 
the special position offered by each of these facilities. All 
members interested in enjoying a game involving one of the 
Barça teams from the Box signed up via a form, with the lucky 
members then being drawn by lottery. Regarding the Young 
Persons Open Box, which was hosted at the League game 
against Deportivo in Camp Nou, the young people invited to 
the Presidential Box were selected by lottery from all mem-
bers aged between 16 and 18 years.
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‘Let's be family’, tickets and passports
The 'Let's be family' programme continued to run during the 
season, being directed at families, and offering a series of ad-
vantages to members of this group, such as free member's 
card for the third child, as well as for those with physical di-
sabilities. The objective of the 'Let's be family' programme is 
to encourage families to come to the stadium, and by the end 
of the season, 684 'Let's be family' cards had been issued. The 
number of passes issued to facilitate access to games at the 
stadium included 5,720 children under 7 passes, and 6,542 
passes for children aged between 7 and 14. Regarding atten-
dance, 15,561 children's passes were activated, while a total of 
29,219 children's tickets were issued during the year.

CHILDREN'S AREA

Thirteenth Barça Christmas Card Competition
For the thirteenth year in succession, FC Barcelona ran the 
Barça Christmas Card Competition, inviting members aged 
between 3 and 15 years to create a drawing inspired by the 
festivity. In all, 1,250 drawings were submitted this time 
round, and were displayed in the Christmas Space. The win-
ner of this thirteenth Barça Christmas Card Display was a girl 
aged 4, Alba Vilar Masip, from Barcelona. The presentation of 
prizes coincided with the inauguration of the Christmas Spa-
ce at the Camp Nou, with attendance of Barça directors Ma-
ria Teixidor and Xavier Vilajona, illustrator Anna Llenas, who 
was tasked with selecting the prize-winning drawings, singer 
Dàmaris Gelabert, and former football and basketball players 
Nacho Solozábal and José Mari Bakero.

Photographs with the first teams 
During the season, FC Barcelona continued to offer the youn-
gest members, aged between 4 and 12 years at the time of re-
gistration, a chance to have their photo taken with their idols 
from the first teams of football or from each of the professio-
nal sections, before the start of a game. This season, around 
2,000 boys and girls got to have their photo taken with their 
Barça idols. Lately, there has been a great demand to have 
one's photo taken with the football team, and for this reason 
during the year there was a waiting time of a few months 
between signing up and having the photo taken.

Welcome campaign for members aged between 0-5 years
Over the course of the 2017/18 season, FC Barcelona imple-
mented a special promotion directed at children aged betwe-
en 0 and 5 years, who became Club members. This promo-
tion offered free registration to the 1,630 boys and girls who 
signed up during the Barça social collective and were unable 
to pay the first year's membership. When joining the Club, in 
addition to the relevant card, new members aged 0–5 years 
were presented with a series of welcome gifts with clear Bar-
ça connections. All young members who changed ticket cate-
gory also received gifts and recognition.
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Second edition of MatchParty
For the second season, the League Clásico against Madrid, 
played at the Bernabéu stadium in December, was watched 
at Camp Nou by young Barça members with the Young Area 
card. On this occasion, 570 supporters met in the Tribune of 
the Stadium to participate in the MatchParty, an activity ge-
ared towards members aged 18–30 years, which made it pos-
sible to follow the televised re-broadcast of the match on a 
giant screen.

In addition to being able to watch the match as a group, 
the MatchParty offered those attending a space featuring di-
fferent leisure activities, where those members could meet 
supporters of the same age, spend time together before and 
after the game, and enjoy the drinks and catering services, 
with table football, photocalls, video games, and music being 
among the entertainments provided. During the party, diffe-
rent draws were held for t-shirts and a pair of tickets, with 
travel included, to the Champions League game at Chelsea. 
This was the second edition of the MatchParty. Barça won 
both Clásicos at the Bernabéu.

YOUNG AREA

Offer of advantages and promotions
The Young Area membership card was launched this season 
for members aged between 18 and 30 years. With this card, 
which was sent out with renewal of the 2018 card, special ad-
vantages and promotions were offered in different areas such 
as education, sporting practice, entertainment and other lei-
sure activities which can be consulted on the Club website. In 
the educational field, registered Young Area members were 
able to enjoy discounts to the online courses offered by the 
Barça Innovation Hub, the FC Barcelona centre for sports ex-
pertise, research, training and innovation. As for the leisure or 
entertainment offers, promotions were available in adventure 
sports, karting, sailing, gymnastic centres, escape rooms, and 
other leisure and sporting activities.  

Foundation volunteer programme
Members of the Young Area were given the opportunity to 
become actively involved in two of the social projects of the 
Barça Foundation: ‘FutbolNet’ and ‘Robot Pol’. Members wis-
hing to sign up could join one of the teams responsible for 
bringing these two projects to institutes and hospitals, with 
the objective of becoming volunteers in these activities and 
collaborating in the search for a more egalitarian and inclusi-
ve situation for more vulnerable children. The ‘FutbolNet’ pro-
gramme promotes the practice of sports for social cohesion 
and creating values awareness among young people, while 
the ‘Robot Pol’ programme enables hospitalised children to 
undertake virtual visits to the Camp Nou Experience from the 
medical centre where they are patients. 
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First edition of the ‘Copa Barça’ 
Nearly 150 boys and girls took part in the June finals of the 
new football tournament for Barça members. With a new 
competition format, the first edition of the Copa Barça was a 
success in allowing all those taking part over the three days 
to use some of the facilities at the Joan Gamper Sports City. 
Moreover, anyone participating received a medal and was 
presented with two competition t-shirts, at a prize ceremony 
attended by ex-player Julio Salinas. Also, the winning teams 
in each category will have their photo taken with the football 
first team, at the stadium, on one of the Copa del Rey match 
days of the coming season.

Two editions of Cursa Barça
Owing to the change of dates, in the 2017/18 season two 
editions of the Cursa Barça were run, the 10 km race going 
through the neighbourhood of Les Corts with the finishing 
line on the esplanade at Camp Nou.

The first run took place on 3 September, with participati-
on of 2,540 competitors, and incorporating the new feature 
of three children's runs, and the 2km inclusive run geared 
towards people with disabilities. The winners were Club at-
hletes, Ibrahim Ezzaidouny and Marta Galimany.

Basketball tournament for young members
On 27 December 2017, FC Barcelona organised the second edi-
tion of the Basketball Tournament for young people aged 7 
to 13 who demonstrated that either they or their parents or 
tutors are members of the FCBEscola for basketball. The tour-
nament was part of the Christmas activities organised by the 
Club, and took the form of a 3x3 competition held at the Palau 
Blaugrana, between 60 boys and girls. In the tournament fi-
nal, all participants were presented with a medal and a gift 
bag, as well as a t-shirt marking this sporting and leisure 
event.

MEMBERS AND SPORT

‘Corrent fem Barça’ (Running, we're Barça)
More than 450 registered runners took part in the 'Corrent 
Fem Barça' (Running, we're Barça) members athletics league, 
with the 2017/18 season marking its sixth consecutive editi-
on. The league was made up of ten 10 km fun runs over the 
season, the first being the Cursa Barça, which took place on 6 
September 2017. The last was the Cursa DIR Guàrdia Urbana, 
which took place on 27 May 2018. 

At the end of the season, the Cursa Barça CaixaBank 2018 
took place, bringing together more than 3,500 participants. 
Barça athlete Mohamed Zarhouny won this edition, while 
another Barça athlete, Marta Galimany, repeated her victory 
in the women's category.

It is worth noting that one of the fundamental aspects of 
this race was the role played by club members. In total, 500 
club members took part in this 2018 edition. At the same time, 
this event was also marked by the children's races, with more 
than 300 boys and girls running in the four children's races 
around Camp Nou. Another demonstration of the inclusive 
nature of the Cursa Barça was the 2k Race, which included 

participants from bodies working with persons with some 
form of disability.

The race, organised by FC Barcelona, with the collabora-
tion of the district of Les Corts, Barcelona City Council, and 
the Catalan Athletics Federation, was also open to residents 
of Les Corts, and is an event that, year on year, is becoming a 
red-letter day on the city's race calendar.
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Amateur Sports presentation at the Palau 
The Palau Blaugrana brought together all those participating 
in new amateur sports for Barça, in November 2017, at the 
team presentations for the season, with first vice-president 
Jordi Cardoner in attendance, along with director in charge 
of those sections, Oriol Tomàs, and social committee mem-
ber Jaume Carreter. More than 1,300 sportspeople, coaches, 
delegates and members of sports committees, accompanied 
by their relatives and friends, filled the stands of the Palau 
Blaugrana in a presentation that became a true festival for the 
amateur teams. The new amateur sections of FC Barcelona 
are athletics, wheelchair basketball, ice hockey, field hockey, 
skating, rugby, women's volleyball and men's volleyball. 

The Academy teams celebrate the end of the season
In June, nearly 600 young sportspeople aged 6 to 18 from all 
FC Barcelona amateur sections took part in the event celebra-
ting the end of the 2017/18 season, which saw the presenta-
tion of a new location: the esplanade of the 1899 Auditorium. 
First vice-president Jordi Cardoner, and director responsible 
for the amateur sections, Oriol Tomàs, hosted the closing ce-
remony, which incorporated presentation of diplomas com-
memorating the season to all teams taking part in the trai-
ning phase. The event was also attended by members of the 
Amateur Sections Sports Committee: Jaume Carreter, Josep 
Maria Mir, Santi Torres, Josep Maria Cortal, Jaume Argilés, 
Ferran Butxaca and Francesc Carol.

AMATEUR SPORTS

AMATEUR SPORTS FIGURES

WOMEN'S VOLLEYBALL 
Girls .....................................................269

SKATING
Girls ....................................................... 92
Boys ....................................................... 17

ATHLETICS
Girls .......................................................83
Boys .....................................................132

RUGBY
Girls .......................................................... 7
Boys .................................................... 196

ICE HOCKEY
Girls ........................................................10
Boys ....................................................109

WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL 
Boys .......................................................15

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL
Girls ..................................................... 201

FIELD HOCKEY
Girls ......................................................147
Boys ....................................................108

MEN'S VOLLEYBALL
Boys ......................................................80

Girls 770
52.50%

Boys 696
47.5%

TOTAL

ATHLETICS  215
FIELD HOCKEY  255
RUGBY 203
MEN'S BASKETBALL  80
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL  269
SKATING  109
ICE HOCKEY   119
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL  201
WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL 15

TOTAL
AMATEUR SPORTSPEOPLE 1,466
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STATE REFERENCE POINTS
Once again this season Barça athletics was a reference point 
at state level, in a season in which they came close to a dou-
ble that would have been historic. Having secured the Copa 
del Rey trophy for the second season in a row in the men's 
category, the Barça side were on the brink of snatching the 
League title, which was decided in the final highlight of the 
competition. The women's team signed off with a fine second 
place in the Copa and third in the Iberdrola League. The high 
point of the season was the 26 medals collected in the Spa-
nish Championship – 9 gold, 9 silver and 8 bronze – placing 
Barça first overall in the medals table. Another highlight was 
the Spanish Cross Country Champions trophy.

On an individual level, mention should be made of the 
magnificent season had by triple jumper Yulimar Rojas, who 
repeated her victory in the world triple jump championships 
at the Worlds Indoors in Birmingham. In the same competi-
tion, Óscar Husillos took the world championship title in the 
400 metres, although he was subsequently disqualified for 
invading the next lane. Nonetheless, Husillos set further Spa-
nish records in the 200, 300 and 400 metres.

Pol Retamal, Aleix Porras and Jaël Bestué had a great Spa-
nish U20 championship. Retamal posted a Spanish record in 
the 200 metres for this category, a record equalled by Bestué 
in this distance. Porras ran the fourth best U20 time in Spa-
nish athletics, of all time, for the 400 metres.

First Team Men

First Team Women

U20 Men

Class

TEAM

Catalan Indoor Club Championship

Copa del Rey Indoor

Catalan Outdoor Club Championship

National League Division of Honour

Catalan Indoor Club Championship

Copa de la Reina Indoor

Spanish Cross Country Championship

Catalan Outdoor Club Championship

National League Division of Honour

U20 Catalan Clubs Championship

U20 Copa Indoor Clubs

U20 Spanish Clubs Championship Outdoor

U20 Catalan Club Championship

Catalan Cross Country Championship (U14 boys team)

CHAMPIONSHIP

First

First

First

Second

First

Third

First

First

Third

First

Second

Second

First

POSITION

RESULTS
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THE BEST SEASON IN 30 YEARS
The team managed by Tomy García had another historic sea-
son, breaking records that had stood for more than 30 years. 
In the League, the Barça side had their best placing since the 
1984/85 season, finishing the competition in seventh place 
on 51 points, earned through their nine wins and 15 bonus 
points. A League that will also be remembered for the victory 
at the Teixonera against UE Santboiana in the second-round 
Catalan derby. An achievement – defeating the eternal rival – 
not seen in the official competition in over thirty years. At the 
same time, the first team also served up a fine performance 
in the semi-finals of the Copa, despite going down to Silvers-
torm El Salvador, in a match that was fought out at La Foixar-
da municipal venue, with more than 3,200 spectators in the 
stand. 

In the lower categories, a mention is deserved for the Cata-
lan U14 champions, a title that testifies to the standard of the 
Barça squad, currently one of the best rugby teams in Spain.

Senior A

Senior B

Senior C

U18

U16

U14

U14

U12

U10

Senior

U18

U16

U14

TEAM

Division of Honour

Copa del Rey

Catalan Division of Honour

Catalan First Division

Catalan First Division

Catalan First Division

Catalan First Division

Spanish Championship

Spanish Championship

Spanish Championship

Catalan Championship Rugby Sevens

Catalan Championship Rugby Sevens

Catalan Championship Rugby Sevens

Catalan Championship Rugby Sevens

CHAMPIONSHIP

Seventh

Semi-finals

Third

Eighth

Sixth

Fourth

First

Fourth Silver

Sixth

Fifth

First

Third

First

Second

POSITION

RESULTS
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CATALAN LEAGUE AND PROGRESS TO 
THE SUPERLEAGUE AND THE COPA 

After their seventh position in the 2016/17 season, the men's 
volleyball team began the season by winning the Catalan 
League title. In the Superleague, even though the team co-
ached by David Lorente missed the playoffs and finished in 
sixth place, the Barça team were focused on the battle for 
fourth place into the final days. The Barça team had a great 
first round that enabled them to classify for the Copa del Rey, 
a competition they had not managed to qualify for in seven 
years.

In the knockout contest, the blaugrana side  were on the 
point of creating a shock and eliminating Unicaja in a match 
in which Barça almost pulled off a remarkable comeback, 
only to come up short in the quarter finals by 3 sets to 2. 

Another accolade deserving of mention is the Catalan 
Champions trophy won by the U18 team on winning the CV 
Sant Pere and Sant Pau final by 3 sets to 2.

Superleague

Senior B

U18

U16

U14

U12

TEAM

Division of Honour 

Copa del Rey

Catalan League

Catalan First Division

Promotion phase to 1st National

Catalan First U18

Spanish Championship

Catalan First U16

Catalan First U14

Catalan First U12

Spanish Championship

CHAMPIONSHIP

Sixth

Quarter-final

First

First

First

Fifth

Tenth

Fifth

Fourth

Second

23rd

POSITION

RESULTS
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A BRONZE MEDAL WITH A HINT OF 
GOLD
Field hockey has emerged from the ashes of last season. The 
Barça side, with Oriol Torras as the new first team coach, have 
gone from salvaging themselves from the closing days of the 
2016/17 League to winning bronze in the Copa del Rey this 
year. Barça won a magnificent KO contest, beating the Junior 
team in the quarter finals, and while they lost the semi-final 
against RC Polo, the blaugranas ultimately overcame Atlètic 
Terrassa by 4-3, in a game that decided by shoot-outs and 
which allowed Barça to take third place on the podium.

In the League, Barça finished the regular phase in sixth 
place, having overcome teams that lead the highest Spanish 
competition in field hockey, such as Atlètic Terrassa, Club de 
Campo and Junior. In the playoffs, Barça were unable to win 
the knockout stage against Club de Campo so missed out on 
the Final Four.

Mention must also be made of the two Catalan Indoor 
Hockey Championship titles, in the senior and U18 category, 
as well as the participation of those two categories in the Spa-
nish Indoor Championships. While the first team finished up 
with bronze, the U18 team were proclaimed Spanish cham-

1st TEAM MEN

1st TEAM WOMEN

2nd TEAM MEN

2nd TEAM WOMEN

U18 Men

U16 Men A

U16 Men B

U16 Women

U14 Boys A

U14 Boys B

U14 Girls A

U14 Girls B

U12 Boys B

U12 Girls 

U10 Boys

U10 Girls

Hockey + FCB
Hockey + FCB- Paideia
Hockey + FCB- Paideia

TEAM

Division of Honour
Catalan Field Championship
Copa del Rey
Catalan Indoor Championship
1st Division Women
Catalan Field Championship
Catalan Indoor Championship
Catalan Field Championship
Catalan Indoor Championship
Catalan Field Championship
Catalan Indoor Championship
Catalan Field Championship
Catalan Indoor Championship
Catalan Field Championship A
Catalan Indoor Championship
Spanish Indoor Championship
Catalan Field Championship B
Catalan Indoor Championship C
Catalan Field Championship B
Catalan Indoor Championship C
Catalan Field Championship A
Catalan Indoor Championship
Federation Cup B
Catalan Field Championship C
Catalan Indoor Championship C
Federation Cup C
Catalan Field Championship A
Catalan Indoor Championship
Federation Cup A
Catalan Field Championship C
Catalan Indoor Championship C
Federation Cup C
Catalan Field Championship C
Catalan Indoor Championship
Federation Cup C
Catalan Field Championship B
Catalan Indoor Championship
Federation Cup C
Catalan Field Championship B
Catalan Cup B
Federation Cup B
Catalan Field Championship C
Catalan Cup C
Federation Cup C
BBVA League
BBVA League
BBVA League

CHAMPIONSHIP

6th
4th
3rd
1st
7th
8th
5th

10th
5th
8th
3rd
6th
6th
6th
1st
1st
9th
7th
7th
3rd

Seventh
Fifth

Second
Second
Second

Third
Seventh

Sixth
Seventh
Fourth

Seventh
Fifth
Third
Third

Second
Sixth
Third

Second
Sixth
Fifth

Seventh
Fourth
Third

Second
First
Third
Ninth

POSITION

RESULTS
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Senior

U20

U17

U14

TEAM

National League

Copa del Rey

National League

Spanish Cup

National League

Spanish Cup

National League

CHAMPIONSHIP

Third

Semi-finals

Second

Second

First

First

First 

POSITION

RESULTSFUTURE ASSURED 
The lower categories were the major players during this ice 
hockey season. In fact, the U14 and U17 category achieved 
two doubles by winning both the League and the Copa in 
each category. These titles reaffirm the formative work done 
by the section season after season, work that guarantees the 
future of the ice hockey first team.

One of the other successes in the lower categories of the 
Barça ice hockey team saw the U14 team involved in the In-
ternational Pee-wee Tournament in Canada, one of the most 
important tournaments in the world for junior hockey. The 
young blaugrana side created an upset by reaching the quar-
ter-finals.

The first team qualified for the semi-finals of the Copa del 
Rey, where the blaugranas ended up losing in a very close 
game against CH Jaca. In the League, Barça qualified for 
the playoffs, having finished in third position in the regular 
phase with a record of 9 wins, 2 of which were in extra time, 
and 7 defeats. In the elimination stage against CH Jaca, the 
Aragonese team managed to impose themselves on Barça, 
knocking them out of the final.



130

FC BARCELONA REPORT 

AMATEUR SPORTS / FIGURE SKATING

CONTROL OVER THE SPANISH AND 
CATALAN CHAMPIONSHIPS

Once again this season, Barça figure skating showed its stren-
gth in any competition it took part in. With around seventy 
skaters of both sexes within the section, Barça figure skating 
has consolidated its position as one of the major clubs. The 
fruit of all of these successes was seen at the end of the sea-
son when a total of 6 female skaters were crowned Spanish 
champions, there were 13 Catalan champions, and a total of 
31 skaters in the section won medals in these championships.

Aleix Gabara

Isabella Gámez / Ton Consul

Olivia Smart / Adrià Díaz 

Gael Foulon

Júlia Rodríguez

Guiu Oliver

Ariadna Sibera

BALLET

Alina Jiménez

Valery Russo

Ariadna Gupta

Nur Aynoa Yilmaz

Aidan Huestis

Carla Sánchez

Laura Fluvià

Juan Parra

Guiu Oliver

Annika Huestis

Paula Foulon

Ona Fito

Marina Revilla

Mara Martínez

Gael Foulon

Júlia Rodríguez

Alexandra Martínez

Fanny Maria

Marta Joly

Erika Riera

Arnau Joly

Laia Bertran

Sara Alberch

ICE SKATER

SPANISH CHAMPIONSHIP (Junior)

SPANISH CHAMPIONSHIP (Junior pairs)

SPANISH CHAMPIONSHIP (Junior pairs)

SPANISH CHAMPIONSHIP U14 (NOVICES)

SPANISH CHAMPIONSHIP U14 (Basic Novice A)

SPANISH CHAMPIONSHIP U14 (Basic Novice A)

SPANISH CHAMPIONSHIP U14 (Junior 2)

SPANISH CHAMPIONSHIP U14 (Ballet Senior)

CATALAN REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP (Academy)

CATALAN REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP (Academy)

CATALAN REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP (Novices)

CATALAN REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP (Novices)

CATALAN REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP (Novices)

CATALAN REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP (U12)

CATALAN REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP (U12)

CATALAN REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP (U12)

CATALAN REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP (U14 A)

CATALAN REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP (U16)

CATALAN REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP (U16)

CATALAN REGIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP (Regional Novice)

NATIONAL CATALAN CHAMPIONSHIP (NOVICES)

NATIONAL CATALAN CHAMPIONSHIP (NOVICES)

NATIONAL CATALAN CHAMPIONSHIP (NOVICES)

NATIONAL CATALAN CHAMPIONSHIP (Basic Novice A)

NATIONAL CATALAN CHAMPIONSHIP (Basic Novice A)

NATIONAL CATALAN CHAMPIONSHIP (Novice Advanced)

NATIONAL CATALAN CHAMPIONSHIP (Novice Advanced)

NATIONAL CATALAN CHAMPIONSHIP (Novice Advanced)

NATIONAL CATALAN CHAMPIONSHIP (Novice Advanced)

NATIONAL CATALAN CHAMPIONSHIP  (Junior ISU)

NATIONAL CATALAN CHAMPIONSHIP (Junior Second)

CHAMPIONSHIP (CATEGORY)

First

First

First

Third

First

Third

Third

First

First

Third

First

Second

First

First

Second

First

First

First

Second

First

First

Third

Third

First

Second

First

Second

Third

First

Third

First

POSITION

RESULTS
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PROMOTION SLIPS AWAY IN EXTRA 
TIME
The UNES Barça, with Oriol Claret and Jaume Vilella on the 
bench, were unable to secure promotion to Spanish Divisi-
on One, having lost the semi-final of the Final Four against 
Murcia. The blaugranas forced extra time with a triple point 
shot in the closing seconds of the match, but in the end the 
wheelchair basketball team failed to make it past UCAM 
Murcia and missed the final. That said, it is worth mentio-
ning the near perfect first phase played by the Barça team. 
In fact, UNES Barça finished in second place in their group by 
drawing level with CAI Deporte Adaptado, with 9 wins and 
only one defeat out of their 10 matches.

On the other hand, in the final trophy up for grabs in the se-
ason, UNES Barça finished second in the Catalan Cup played 
in Manresa. With this runner-up placing, the blaugranas were 
unable to repeat the title of last season. Barça won the first 
game against Costa Daurada, but they could not overcome 
Global Basket, who ended up taking the trophy.
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A YEAR OF CONSOLIDATION IN 
WOMEN'S LEAGUE 2

Women's basketball made it through its first year in Women's 
League 2 with the greatest possible momentum, having achi-
eved a perfect promotion. The team, coached by Mateo Rubio, 
made an impeccable return, which enabled the blaugranas 
to spend the entire season right in the thick of the playoffs 
for promotion to the First Division. And while, in the end, the 
Sant Feliu team did not finish the regular phase among the 
top four, they had a notable season in their inaugural year in 
this statewide competition. Barça CBS finished the regular 
phase in sixth place with 14 wins out of 26 games, a result 
that allows the blaugranas to look optimistically towards the 
2018/19 season.

In the lower categories, it is worth mentioning the partici-
pation of the U16 team in the Spanish Championship, being 
runner-ups in Catalonia in this category. In the state champi-
onship, the young Barça players finished fourth.

Senior A

Senior B

Junior A

Junior B

U16 A

U16 B

U16 Carmine

U16 Yellow

U14 A

U14 Blue

U14 Carmine

12-13 yrs

10-12 yrs A

10-12 yrs Blue

10-12 yrs Carmine

8-10 yrs A

8-10 yrs Blue

8-10 yrs Carmine

TEAM

Women's League 2

Catalan League LF2

Catalan Second

Catalan Championship Preferent

Final 4 Catalan Championship

Catalan Championship Level A

Final Phase

Catalan Championship Preferent

Final 4 Catalan Championship

Spanish Championship

Catalan Interterritorial Championship

Final Phase

Catalan Interterritorial Championship

C.C. U16 Women

Catalan Championship Level A

Final 4 Catalan Championship

Spanish Championship

C.C. U14 Girls

Final Phase

C.C. U14 Girls

Catalan Field Championship Level A2

Final Phase A2

Catalan Championship Level A

Final Phase A1

Catalan Field Championship Level A2

Catalan Championship Level C

Territorial Championship Level A

Territorial Championship Level C

Territorial Championship Level C

CHAMPIONSHIP

Seventh

Second

Fourth

Fourth

Fourth

First in Group

Second

Second

Second

Fourth

First in Group

Fourth

Eighth

Fourth

First in Group

Third

Third

Second

Second

Second

Third

First

Third

Sixth

Third

Fourth

Second

First

Fourth

POSITION

RESULTS
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ONE YEAR IN THE LEAGUE AND A 
STAND-OUT ROLE FOR THE LOWER 
CATEGORIES
This year, the team managed by Adrián Fiorenza again achie-
ved their main objective for the season: remaining in the Iber-
drola Volleyball League. The blaugranas succeeded in quali-
fying for the category mathematically on match day 18 of the 
competition, and closed out the regular phase in tenth place 
with 20 points, eleven more than VP Madrid (eleventh quali-
fied). In staying up, CV Barça will play for the seventh conse-
cutive season in the highest Spanish competition in women's 
volleyball.  In this campaign, players from the Junior and U18 
category also played an outstanding role. The former succee-
ded in being proclaimed champions of the Junior Superleague 
by beating DSV Sant Cugat (1-3), while the U18 players won the 
Catalan Championship in this category. 

Superleague

National First

Catalan First Division

Catalan Second

U18 A

U18 Blue

U18 Carmine

U18 Pro

U16 A

U16 Blue

U16 Carmine

U16 Pro

U14 A

U14 Green

U14 Orange

U14 White

U14 Carmine

U14 Yellow

U14 Pink

U14 Purple

U12 A

TEAM/CATEGORY

Iberdrola League

Catalan Superleague

National Division One

Catalan League Division of Honour

Catalan Division One

Catalan Division Two

U18 Superleague

Spanish Championship

Final Phase Catalan Championship Division One 

Catalan Division Two

Division Two – Survival Phase 

Division Three – Promotion Phase

Final Phase Catalan Championship Division One 

Division Two – Promotion Phase

Division Two – Survival Phase 

Division Three – Promotion Phase

Spanish Championship

Final Phase Catalan Championship Division One 

Catalan Division Two

Division Two – Championship Phase G3

Division Two – Championship Phase G4

Division Two – Championship Phase

Division Two – Championship Phase G2

Division Two – Silver Phase

Division Two – Silver Phase

Final Phase Catalan Championship 

CHAMPIONSHIP

Tenth

First

Ninth

First

Sixth

Seventh

First

Third

First

First

First

Sixth

Fourth

Sixth

First

Sixth

Eighteenth

Third

Fourth

Third

Sixth

Sixth

Eighth

Second

Seventh

Fourth

POSITION

RESULTS
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PENYES

Over the weekend of 5–7 August 2017, more than 1,300 pe-
nyistes and 620 penyes of FC Barcelona met in the Catalan 
capital for the 38th World Congress of Penyes, the biggest 
concentration of the year for Barça penyes and an encounter 
where, once again, the sense of Barcelonism was the largest 
common denominator.

The main event of the World Congress of Penyes was once 
again held at the Palau de Congressos of Catalonia and was 
again split into a working session and another of a more offi-
cial nature, and finished up with a gala dinner for more than 
a thousand guests.

The working part was headed by representatives of the 
territorial federations of the society and by the president of 
the organisation, Antoni Guil, who highlighted the importan-
ce of the penyes as the heart and soul of the Club in terms 
of support for FC Barcelona teams, and which remain funda-
mental for achieving sporting success. He also emphasised 
the work of movement of the embassies in the territory and 
their openness to all members and supporters of FC Barcelo-
na, once again showing the wide support and sense of unity 
among penyes and penya members.

The second, more official part, began with speeches from 
president of FC Barcelona, Josep Maria Bartomeu, who prai-
sed the work of all penya members and expressed how proud 
the Board of Directors was to see how the penya movement 
has evolved, and the consolidation following the World Penya 
Alliance. Also taking part in the session was the director res-
ponsible for penyes, Pau Vilanova, who emphasised the idea 
of continuing to work to make the objectives and projects 
shared by the Club and the World Penya Alliance a reality.

The event also presented the second edition of the Edmun-
do Bazo Prize to the Barça Players Group, with the aim of pro-
moting friendship, and presenting the Edelmira Calvetó Prize 
to the Mamis Culeres (Barcelona Women) Amateur Women's 
Field Hockey team. Lastly, penya members got to enjoy the 
presentation of the new first team fixtures for the season, led 
by coach Ernesto Valverde.

Over the course of the three days, a series of activities was 
also launched as part of the celebration of the Congress, 
which began with organisation of the Football-7 Penya Tour-
nament, directed at boys and girls aged 8–12 years, for the 
purpose of promoting sport among children. The 6th Card 

Tournament assembled 140 people in the 1899 Auditorium, 
a competition organised to combine blaugrana passion with 
Catalan culture and traditions.

The public dinner on the esplanade at Camp Nou was again 
a success with a new record for participation with 740 people, 
in a meal that was not short on surprises, such as the Pep 
Plaza event or the traditional burnt rum and the singing of 
Habanera songs by the Port-Bo group.

The video game competition for children aged 8–18 years, 
the Football Games Penya Tournament, was again held, with 
attendance of boys and girls from different Penya Federations 
from around Spain and featuring Pro Evolution Soccer 2017, 
from Japanese company Konami, as the official video game.

As with any other year, the Congress and all activities also 
promoted the 2016-21 Strategic Plan with the news plans that 
the World Penya Alliance is developing, in line with the direc-
tives of the 21st Century Penya Project 2016-2021.

The World Congress hosted more than 620 penyes
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PROJECTS
The Strategic Plan of the Penya Alliance
The World Penya Alliance, in conjunction with FC Barcelona, 
has been working for the past three years to meet the objecti-
ves set out in the 2016-21 Strategic Plan. The 21st Century Pe-
nya Project, a cornerstone of this strategic plan, includes new 
projects with the objective of continuing to serve as a global 
standard for supporters clubs, as recognised by the AFEPE 
(United Supporters Clubs): Alliance Plan, Communications 
Plan, Sponsorship Plan, “Socis, fem penya” (Fellow members, 
we're a penya), Penya Model Plan, City Penyes Plan, Penyes 
and Sport Plan, Solidarity Council Plan and International Ex-
pansion Plan. 

We continue to promote solidarity 
With more than 300 solidarity events organised this season by 
penyes, the Alliance is making progress on its social commit-
ment by strengthening the more supportive aspect of the penya 
movement with the Solidarity Council Plan. 

One of the most outstanding acts of solidarity was the Allian-
ce's involvement with the Barça Foundation, in the Supportive 
Members Day of Celebration, when the penyes and federations 
collected 6,400 kg of food purely for the purpose of encouraging 
solidarity among young people and making them aware of the 
social reality experienced by the most vulnerable groups.

At the urging of the Solidarity Council of the Alliance, a total of 
15,000 penya members and people from bodies under all Ca-
talan territorial federations took part in the initiative, something 
that shows the strong positioning of these entities on a regional 
scale, and their direct involvement in the campaign.

This year saw the inauguration of a series of talks with the pe-
nyes and their penya members throughout the territory, with the 
encouragement of the Alliance and with the participation of Sis-
ter Lucía Caram, patron of the Barça Foundation and promoter of 
the ‘Invulnerables’ programme, which aims to create awareness 
of the predicament of children and families living in the most 
vulnerable circumstances.

Support for grassroots sport
The Penyes and Sport Plan was another of the projects deve-
loped over the course of the season with an innovative program-
me called Junts+ (Together+), which aims to provide support for 
grassroots sport and bringing young people into contact with 
the penya movement by encouraging collaboration agreements 
between sports bodies and penyes in their area. Activities were 
successfully organised this year with EF Arbucienca, FS Tecla of 
L’Hospitalet de Llobregat, CH Berga and CH Garbí of Palafrugell.

Also, with the aim of familiarising young people with the Pe-
nyes and Sport Plan, various rounds of the Football Games Penya 
Tournament were held in ten Penya Federations, in a travelling 
format, with the collaboration of penyes and federations across 
the entire territory. Konami, a premium sponsor of FC Barcelo-
na and the World Penya Alliance, was in attendance with their 
PES2018 video game, which was used to hold digital sports tour-
naments for young people aged between 8 and 18 years.

The Penya Group, a body that brings together more than 3,000 
boys and girls and which has more than 60 years of history and 
dedication to grassroots sport, continued with its weekly con-
tests involving more than 200 teams, as well as the training days 
aimed at players and parents, which have been run for the past 
three years at the Club's facilities. This season, moreover, some 
coaches from FC Barcelona ran a series of training days for co-
ordinators and coaches from the Group teams, on themes as im-
portant as nutrition, physical assault in sport, responsible use of 
social networks, etc.
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Over a thousand events organised
Over the year, the World Penya Alliance organised and co-
llaborated around the world in more than 1,000 events and 
activities aimed at all Barcelona supporters. Aside from Pe-
nya Encounters, anniversaries and other celebrations, the 
blaugrana organisation promoted various events of a social 
and sporting nature which made clear, once again, the link 
between the penya organisations and the social reality of the 
local areas in which they exist, and their defence of the blau-
grana values and identity.

One of the new features this year was the start of a series 
of conferences on the relationship between FC Barcelona and 
Catalonia, given by the Federation of Penyes of the Valencia 
and Marina Alta regions, Salvador Torres.

The penyes, moreover, continued to mobilise in an exem-
plary way, with the attendance of between 50 and 200 bu-
ses at each match at Camp Nou and supporting teams by 
travelling to all national and European stadiums, culmina-
ting with the massive attendance of penya members for the 
Copa del Rey Final, with more than 8,000 people travelling 
to Madrid to support FC Barcelona teams. Yet another dis-
play of the movement's commitment with all sporting disci-
plines of the Club.

In addition to this support, the penyes, in the social sphere, 
continued to act as ambassadors for the Club to the territory 
and, in the economic sphere, they also helped to provide con-
siderable weight in terms of tickets, member cards, subscrip-
tions or merchandise, among other things.

The Alliance, open to the world
Over the course of the 2017/18 season, the World Penya Alli-
ance continued to promote the Communications Plan, which 
continued to expand and to strengthen the image of the Alli-
ance with the quarterly publication of BLAUGRANES magazine, 
six editions of which have been published and where all the 
news can be found on the penya movement and the Allian-
ce, with various interviews with our personalities and those 
from the world of sport such as Andrés Iniesta and Juan Car-
los Navarro.

The Alliance also continued its work on its positioning at a 
global level, through social networks, with more than 5.7 mi-
llion followers between Facebook and Twitter. Using the com-
munications tools at its disposal, the organisation is working 
on continuing to remain open to the members of FC Barcelona 
and all of its supporters, and on maintaining good commu-
nications flow with all of the federations, penyes and penya 
members, with the aim of growing the Barcelonista family 
around the territory, via unity and transversality.
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New Penyes 2017/18 Season

NAME PROVINCE / COUNTRY

Bali Blaugrana Penya ............................................................................................................................................................. Indonesia
Lepe Segundo Triplete Barcelona Penya .............................................................................................................................Huelva
Lleida Barcelona Penya 1970 ...................................................................................................................................................... Lleida
Arab Blaugrana Penya of Barcelona ............................................................................................................................... Barcelona
Baku Barcelona Penya ...................................................................................................................................................... Azerbaidjan
Russian Bears Blaugrana Penya of Noginsk ......................................................................................................................Russia
Baghdad Blaugrana Penya .............................................................................................................................................................. Iraq
Corazón Blaugrana Penya Bogota ................................................................................................................................... Colombia
Liege Barça Penya ......................................................................................................................................................................  Belgium
Budapest Blaugrana Penya  .................................................................................................................................................. Hungary
Bonastre Barcelona Penya .................................................................................................................................................. Tarragona
Vandebarça Blaugrana Penya ........................................................................................................................................... Tarragona
Abrucena Barcelonista Penya ................................................................................................................................................. Almeria
Rosario Barcelonista Penya ................................................................................................................................................. Argentina

The penyes, ambassadors to the region

FCB penyes

Catalonia

Rest of SpainWorld

NEW PENYES

1,245
penyes

160,000
supporters

33%
-35 yrs

Men Women

450 
penyes
88,000 

supporters

115 
penyes
19,000 

supporters
680 

penyes
53,000 

supporters
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A GROUP IN THREE WORDS: RECEIVE, SHARE, GIVE

The Barça Players Group is the binding link between the Club 
and all football supporters who have signed with the organi-
sation in any of its categories. Its objectives are to monitor the 
quality of life of former players, promote the values of Bar-
ça, and safeguard the historical memory of those who have 
worked hard in the blaugrana jersey. The experience, exper-
tise and values which they acquired during their time with 
the Club provide the energy that drives the ABJ from day to 
day, both inside the organisation and in all external actions in 
which the Group becomes the promoter of the values and the 
history of Barça. At the end of the 2017/18 season, the Group 
had 1,303 members.

Direct economic aid for former players
Of the 1.8 million euros of the Group's 2017 budget – received 
in large part due to the direct contribution of professional fo-
otball – more than 420,000 euros were allocated, through the 
Barça Veterans Foundation, to direct economic assistance for 
former players with the Club. Assistance for former players of 
the club is supplemented with a Training Area that is growing 
year on year – more than 500 hours in the past year with 118 
students – and with an active jobs pool with more than 100 
registered members to promote employment placement for 
the collective. 

Consolidation of the former players' team
2017/18 represented the high point for integrating the collecti-
ve of new members as part of the Group, currently comprising 
85 former players. The ABJ Women's team has its own spor-
ting structure, an exclusive weekly training schedule, and 
played 11 matches between September and June, the most 
important of which was the one in Aigion (Greece). It also 
took part in the traditional Christmas and summer matches. 

Highlights of the sporting activity include participation of 
the men's teams in charity games, such as the one organised 
in Zaragoza by the ASPANOA body for the benefit of child can-
cer research, and also with the Barça Innovation Hub. 

A group that stands alongside the Club
The Group is becoming more and more interlinked with the 
Club areas. Through the Social Area, which serves as the main 
link, the Group has a consolidated relationship with the Barça 
Foundation and the Barça School, through which they colla-
borate on projects such as the solidarity actions for refugees, 
Robot Pol, and employment placement for former players. 
Over the course of the 2017/18 season, a deeper relationship 
was developed with Masia 360, especially in the Training 
Area, and in putting in place the Barça Identity project.

The presence of former players at Barcelona penya events, 
with a service offered by the ABJ to the Club, continued at the 
levels of previous seasons, with 158 participations. Former 
players participated for the second year in a training day, and 
were recognised by the World Penya Alliance with the Ed-
mundo Bazo Prize.



139

FC BARCELONA REPORT 

BARÇA PLAYERS GROUP

More official and social activity for the Group

• First-team player Sergi Roberto was awarded the Barça 
Players Prize, established by the Group to give recognition to 
fair play among our players. 

• Calella (Maresme) hosted the Barça Players Week, a series 
of events for the public, culminating in the Annual Meeting of 
Former Club Players.

• The Group, set up the Barça Grandstand group, an initiative 
that involves former players with the Club watching televised 
games played by the first team, with sick children, in this case 
at the Vall d’Hebron Hospital.

• Activities for former players over 65. During the season the 
Folgueta was launched, a funding activity for older former 
players in the lower categories, which was hosted in the Vall 
d’Aran. Verona (Italy) hosted the Folga for former first-team 
players.

• The general secretary of sport, Gerard Figueras, presided at 
the Annual ABJ Dinner, with more than 420 guests. At the din-
ner, a posthumous homage was paid to former player Sergio 
Chavarría, who died suddenly in September, at 43.

• The Group was present at two matches of the Barça Le-
gends, the testimonials games of Iniesta and Mascherano 
as first-team players, and the 'It's football and it's for women' 
day, and supported the Club at the funeral of Enrique Castro 
Quini.

• Football matches and leadership days, under the name Co-
ach Values, are activities the Group offers to sponsoring com-
panies and collectives.

• In the communications area, the Group has its own web 
page, its own programme on Barça TV, Seguim en Joc (Let's 
keep playing), and a bi-monthly supplement in Sport news-
paper. By the end of the season, the social networks had a 
total of 205,000 followers.


